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From the 
PastorÕs 
Desk

Dear Brothers & Sisters;

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!

Michigan winters are certainly picturesque, 
but quite often, pretty lengthy too! We 
even survived the brutal and harsh blizzard 
conditions last week! Let us offer thanks to 
our heavenly Father for His divine 
assistance and beneÞcence! I wish, 
however, to bring  to your attention and 
share with you two important personal 
events.

I am Þlled with profound joy as my 
beautiful and energetic wife, Matushka 

Marie, and I celebrate our Silver Wedding 
Anniversary this month! We were solemnly 
united in marriage 8 February 1986 and 
embarked on a new and exciting chapter 
in our lives as husband and wife! Twenty-
Þve wonderful years later, we are 
tremendously blessed and express our 
deepest gratitude to our Lord and to 
n u m e r o u s l ov i n g  a n d d e d i c a t e d 
individuals: our immediate family and dear 
ones, our bishop, dean, brother clergy, 
parish family members and friends! Thank 
you very much for your prayers, kindness, 
and support; your genuine efforts are 
greatly appreciated and do not go 
unnoticed!

I also deeply thank our good God for the 
Midwestern assignment I'm currently 
serving! Six years ago, His Grace, the Right 
Reverend Mercurius (Ivanov), Bishop of 
Zaraisk, and Administrator of the 
Patriarchal Parishes, ofÞcially assigned me 
pastor of St. Elias Church in Battle Creek 
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PASTOR
Very Rev. Archpriest Lawrence Bacik
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269.665.9313 
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3rd & 6th HOURS: 9:40 am
DIVINE LITURGY 10:00 am

CHURCH SCHOOL:
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GREAT VESPERS:  
Saturdays & Eves of Feasts 6:00 pm

HOLY MYSTERY OF CONFESSION
(PENANCE):

Following Great Vespers,
Preceding Divine Liturgy, or

By Appointment
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REMEMBER WITH PRAYERS, CARDS, 
VISITS
  Archpriest Roman Star
  Protodeacon Sam Beronja
  Matushka Marilyn Beronja
  Zachary Beronja
  Gabriel Beronja
  Louis Adamov
  Jean Hanchar
  Olympia & Aurelia Pietrariu
  Angelina Borzkowski
  Eugenia Golubov
  Michelle Slone
  Peggy Hanchar
  George & Mary Nickolaou
  Elizabeth St. Andrew
  Anne Bowden
  Anna Gagye
  George & Julia Spriggs
  Shimasse Vivian Miles
  Margaret Amato
  Jackie Councell                     
  Pando Nanos
  Wesley Goomas
  Appolinaria & Andrey
  Barbara Dinsmore
  Danny Meloff
  Eunice Slavoff
  John Tricovich
  Kathy Frye
  Tomka Nicholich   
  Elena Karpov 

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Summary of Operating Fund
-by Steve Hanchar, Treasurer, Parish 
Executive Board

December Summary:
Please see our printed version for the 
Financial report.

February Newsletter Sponsored By: 
Oliphant Family and Slava & Elena Karpov

Correction:  The Sponsors for the January 
newsletter were! Mike & Nada Yosifovski 
and Rudy Yost.  Our sincere apologies for 
the misprint.

Hall Rental: 
Parish Members may make Hall Rentals
only. For reservations for use of the hall:
Call Paul Meloff @ 269.963.4748.

MeijerÕs Report:
No Report.

ÒIf you want to tune into God so He 
listens to you when you pray, turn the knob 
to humility, for on this frequency God 
always operates, and humbly ask for His 
mercy.Ó!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !! 

--Elder Paisios of Mt. Athos ! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

on 9 February 2005. I can't begin to 
convey how meaningful it's been for us to 
faithfully serve you! In addition to my 
pastoral responsibilities, I am honored to 
help many citizens of the greater Battle 
Creek area as a Good Samaritan Hospice 
clergyman. On the other hand, our son 
Alex was a young  boy when we moved to 
Michigan, now he's excelling  in his high 
school studies and is literally "towering" 
over us with his height! Thank you again 
and again and glory to God for all things!

May Christ Jesus bless each and everyone 
of you with His abundant and rich mercy!

With sincere love in our Savior,
!
Archpriest Lawrence Bacik

PARISH NEWS:
Wedding Banns:
New parish family member, Mirna Bassam 
Iskandaron, daughter of Bassam and 
Marlin Iskandaron, and Derek Paul Blum, 
son of Brian and Martena Blum will be 
united in Holy Matrimony 26 February 
2011 at the Antiochian Basilica of St. Mary 
in Livonia, MI., Father George Shalhoub, 
p a s t o r . O n t h e I n t e r n e t : 
www.saintmarylivonia.com

Wedding Anniversary:
The silver anniversary is a milestone 
wedding anniversary and rightly so! 
Spending  a quarter of a century in love 
with one person is deÞnitely to be 
observed! Our parish's Father Lawrence 
and Matushka Marie Bacik will be 
c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e i r 2 5 t h We d d i n g 
Anniversary this month! The handsome 

couple were "Crowned" in Marriage at Sts. 
Peter & Paul Russian Orthodox Cathedral 
in Passaic, New Jersey 8 February 1986. 
Following  an elegant and romantic winter 
reception at historic Waterloo Village 
(Allamuchy State Park, NJ), the newlyweds 
honeymooned and toured the scenic New 
England states, safely returning  to their 
residence in Montclair, NJ. Congratulations 
and God's richest blessings to the bridal 
pair and their respective families! Mnogaja 
Ljeta! 

St. Elias to Host Dance:
Attention parents! Mark your calendars 
and reserve the date: Friday 18 February 
2011. We'll share lots of fun and 
fellowship with both St. Elias' youth and 
adults this exciting  evening  beginning 
6:00PM. Tasty pizza will be served along 
with refreshments. This event is free of 
charge! All welcome!

St. Mary's Sisterhood:
An abundance of gratitude is sincerely 
expressed to the Sisterhood (others too!) for 
dismantling  the Christmas decorations a 
few weeks ago. 

Prosphora Bakers:
Many thanks to Tomka Nicolich, Olga 
Popov ich, and Spaseni je "Chana" 
Spasenovski for the extra effort of baking 
additional prosphoras for the celebration of 
Divine Liturgy! May God richly bless these 
dedicated women!

Prayers Needed: 
Serving in the Armed Forces
During  this time of unrest and turmoil, let 
us pray for peace and offer fervent prayers 
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for the personnel serving  in the military 
around the globe, especially our St. Elias 
Church family and friends:

Chris Yosifovski - 2nd Lieutenant - US 
Army (Mike & Nada's son is being 
deployed to Afghanistan 23 February)

Joseph Nossal - US Navy (Fr. Roman Star's 
parishioner & former altar server; combat 
duty in Afghanistan)

ORTHODOX NEWS & EVENTS:
Sister Parish Hosts Fundraiser:
St. Demetrius Orthodox Church (Jackson) 
is hosting a "Mardi Gras" Party to beneÞt 
the building fund of their new church hall 
Saturday, 26 February 2011 at 6:00PM. 
Entrance fee $2.00/person or $5.00/family. 
RSVP by contacting  Caleb (517) 740 - 
9478.  Archpriest Dusan Koprivica, Rector. 
Church's address: 3043 Seymour Road, 
Jackson, MI 49204.  Visit on the Internet: 
www.stdemetrius.com

Orthodox Jobs:
ORTHODOX JOBS! is a source for 
Orthodox Christians who are seeking 
employment in an Orthodox environment. 
It is a collaborative effort of the Information 
Technologies Commission of the Standing 
Conference of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops in America (SCOBA), the OfÞce of 
Vocations at Hellenic College, and St. 
Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary. 
For more information, surf on over to 
www.orthodoxjobs.com.

Attention Artists: Donate. Buy. Give.
Teens from St. George Orthodox Church in 
Grand Rapids to host silent art auction 

event to connect destitute children with 
surgeries, treatment, care. ArtforPeruKids is 
a campaign to earn $10,000 for Hogar San 
Francisco de Asis is in Chaclacayo, Peru 
through art fundraisers. This Hogar is a 
children's home for treating  destitute 
children in Peru. What does $10,000 mean 
in Peru? A Lot !!!! 10,000$ can buy: 35 
cleft palate surgeries and 5 to 10 
orthopedic surgeries With 50 children, it 
costs between $15,000 and $20,000 a 
month to maintain the hogar. 

The campaign to beneÞt destitute and sick 
children is starting. March 20 will be an 
auction at St. George Banquet and 
Conference Center, sponsored by St. 
George teens. Local kids' art at 1:30. Main 
auction at 3:00. Fine food and drinks. 
100% of proceeds are for curing  the 
children. Join us! Does your school want to 
participate? Artists have art to donate? 
Information on ArtforPeruKids Facebook 
page.  ArtforPeruKids

St. Mary's Sisterhood 2011 Board:
Sincere congratulations and God's richest 
blessings to the Sisterhood's recently 

elected (re-elected too!) board members:

Suzanne Pifer, President
Stephanie Rambow, Vice-president
Helen Repair, Treasurer
Leonora Keathley, Secretary

God grant them many, many years! 

Sacred Scripture:
"God sent His only Son into the world, 
so that we might live through Him"!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

--1 John 4:9

 "Good people will  be remembered as 
a blessing..."
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! --Proverbs 10:7

ÒA brother said to Abba Anthony, 
ÔPray for me.Õ! The old man said to 
him, ÔI will have no mercy upon you, 
nor will God have any, if you yourself 
do not make an effort and if you do 
not pray to God.Ó
!!!!
 --St. Anthony the Great (+356 AD) is 
called the "father of monks"!

�0 FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS�0
2 Angela Hanchar
4 AJ Ledford
7 Joe Britten
12 Philomena Graf
17 Addison Nicholich
19 Grace Heckenlively
22 Michael Borzkowski
24 Ashleigh Tilley
26 Ana Olarean
26 Derek Bell
27 Vyacheslav Karpov
28  Thomas Oliphant

�0 FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES�0
 8  Fr & Mat Lawrence Bacik
 19  Jon & Stephanie Rambow

Seminarian Jesse Brandow:

Christmas break was full of many 
blessings, most notably  returning back to 
my dear home state and to St. Elias. The 
warm greetings, hugs, and generous gifts 
of support that I received were very 
humbling; thank you ever so much! 
While representing St. Vladimir's 
Seminary, I recently had the privilege of 
traveling to Salem, South Carolina for 
the annual College Conference South, 
hosted by the Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship (OCF), an official collegiate 
campus ministry program. I spoke to the 
students about seminary  life and why 
one should seriously consider attending, 
even if they are not called to the 
priesthood. Many people expressed 
interest, hopefully I will see them in the 
future! Now I have returned to seminary 
and beginning a new semester! You are 
all in my prayers each day!
                                                                                                        
Respectfully in Christ,
                                                                                             
Sem. Jesse Brandow

PS: For a full list  of speakers and events, 
visit: 
http://www.ocf.net/wikis/programs/
college-conference-2010.aspx 
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